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What Is Ethnic Studies? 

Ethnic Studies is the study of difference--primarily 
race, ethnicity, and indigeneity, but also other 
social phenomena (gender, class, nation, 
etc.)--and power, as expressed by the state, 
society, individuals, and communities.

We, along with other people and institutions, are 
still grappling with questions such as:
◂ How should Ethnic Studies be structured?
◂ What is its relationship with Black Studies?



What Is Ethnic Studies Not?

- Area studies (e.g. East Asian Studies̨ or 
Latin American Studies)

- Navel gazing or a search for one’s 
“identity”

- Extracurricular enrichment
- Diversity and inclusion
- Peripheral histories



What does Ethnic Studies look 
like today?

70 different 
undergraduate 
departments, and 
tons of others with 
more faculty and 
financial support 
than Harvard



Ethnic Studies at Peer Institutions
Case Study #1:





Meanwhile, at 
Harvard…

11 courses

but not really



Yale Center for the Study of 
Race, Indigeneity, and 
Transnational Migration



✅ Founded in 1998
✅ Tenure-track and tenure opportunities for faculty
✅ Bachelor’s degree for academic program
✅ A robust graduate program (in American Studies)
✅ Dedicated research center (RITM)

ER&M @ 
Yale



Why does Ethnic Studies matter? 

◂ Understanding power structures is 
necessary to help us advocate for a 
better future

◂ The project of anti-racism is necessarily a 
project of ethnic studies

◂ Imagining and building a better world 
begins with learning. What we learn 
and how we learn it dictates not only 
how we see the world, but how we 
strive to fix it.



Much of the thought and 
action people are producing 
around Black Lives Matter is 
ethnic studies in the flesh.



Harvard’s History



National History - Ethnic Studies Activism



2003



48+ years
11+ 

proposals

8+ committees

40+ student organizations



What’s wrong with ES at Harvard?

◂ Still lacking…
◂ A department
◂ A concentration (major)
◂ Any direct faculty lines/hires
◂ A research center

◂ A tenure process that disadvantages 
Ethnic Studies faculty because...

◂ Ethnic studies @ Harvard has no home -- 
we’re scattered
◂ Ethnicity, Migration, and Rights @ 

Harvard is 
◂ Hist & Lit is also 



Natasha Warikoo 
Graduate School of Education.

Ahmed Ragab
Harvard Divinity School. History of Science.

Genevieve Clutario
History. History and Literature.

Lorgia García-Peña
Romance Languages & Literatures. History & Literature. 

Recent Ethnic Studies Faculty Losses



A search for faculty was announced in 
2019. Why doesn’t it solve the problem?

◂

◂
◂ Hires without a structure are a band-aid 

solution. You can’t hire 4 doctors without a 
hospital, or 4 pilots without a plane.

◂
◂



After COVID:

And yet….



Our Campaign



Who are we?



Recent history of HESC organizing 

◂ 2016 - 1000+ Harvard-affiliated signatures 
on petition for ethnic studies

◂ 2017 - History and Literature Ethnic 
Studies track created

◂ 2017 - #1 upvoted support for race and 
ethnicity research center

◂ 2018 - Meetings with deans of 
humanities, social sciences, and 
undergraduate education. Defended 
diversity

◂ 2019 - Rally, dean meetings, building up 
HESC, pressured admin into cohort 
faculty search



Late 2019: Prof. Lorgia García-Peña is 
denied tenure



2019 cont’d







2020...so far



Our Demands

◂

◂

◂

◂

◂

◂

◂

◂

◂



How Can 
Alumni 
Help?



Join our Movement!
❏

❏
❏

❏

❏

❏

https://www.diverseharvard.org/
mailto:harvardcoalition@gmail.com


Vote for these Overseer 
candidates who are actively 

committed to Ethnic Studies!

Voting closes August 18th—vote online 
using the link you received 7/1 in your email



Social media

Also follow: 


