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Welcome to RACE AND THE PANDEMIC 2
Presented by 

Coalition for a Diverse Harvard & Native American Alumni of Harvard University

• TO RENAME YOURSELF, hover your cursor over your photo,click on the 3 dots in the blue box, select  Rename.

• PLEASE SAY HELLO IN THE CHAT NOW!  Hover your cursor over the bottom of your screen to get to the Chat 
box; chat your name,  location, and alumni/student group(s) to Everyone. 

• PLEASE STAY MUTED during the presentation to avoid background noise. 

• FOR OPTIMAL VIEWING on your laptop or desktop, go to the top where it says View Options and choose 
Side-by-side mode. In the upper right corner, choose Speaker View (if it says Gallery View, you're already in the 
right place). You can move the double-lined slider between the 2 sides of your screen to adjust the relative sizes. 

• TO SUBMIT A QUESTION, hover your cursor over the bottom of your screen to get the Chat box; chat your 
question to *Q&A Host, Barb Koh (right under Everyone)  Indicate who you are addressing your question to.  

During the webinar, we will be showing slides. These slides were prepared by Diverse Harvard – not by the 
speakers. They may not be related to the speakers’ presentations.

Please be aware if you speak that Diverse Harvard is recording this presentation.







Joan Naviyuk Kane  

AB '00, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study '20

Joan is an Inupiaq writer who grew up in Anchorage 
with family from King Island and Mary’s Igloo, 
Alaska. She has authored seven books and 
chapbooks of poetry and prose, most recently 
Another Bright Departure. She currently teaches in 
the Department of Race, Colonialism, and Diaspora 
at Tufts University and in the low-residency MFA 
program in creative writing at the Institute of 
American Indian Arts.



Radcliffe Fellow Joan Naviyuk Kane ’00 (a Diverse Harvard member) is sharing and preserving her native Alaskan 
language, King Island Inupiaq, through poetry. Thanks Joan for showing your support for Ethnic Studies during your 
Radcliffe Lecture!  Photo: Kevin Grady/@RadInstitute

Add photo of Joan in ES Studies now tee

https://twitter.com/RadInstitute


ANOTHER BRIGHT DEPARTURE  

by Joan Naviyuk Kane 

2018 CutBank Chapbook Contest 
Runner-Up

Joan Naviyuk Kane  is a 2018 Guggenheim 
Fellow. Kane was a Harvard National 
Scholar, and the recipient of a graduate 
Writing Fellowship from Columbia 
University’s School of the Arts. 

PURCHASE VIA CUTBANK STORE

http://www.cutbankonline.org/magazine-2/new-chapbooks


Joan’s publications include the essay collection A Few 
Lines in the Manifest (2018), and poetry books and 
chapbooks The Cormorant Hunter’s Wife (2009), 
Hyperboreal (2013), The Straits (2015), Milk Black 
Carbon (2017), Sublingual (2018), and Another Bright 
Departure (2019). 

She has been the recipient of the Whiting Writer’s 
Award, the Donald Hall Prize in Poetry, the American 
Book Award, the Alaska Literary Award, the United 
States Artists Foundation Creative Vision Award, a 
2018 Guggenheim Fellowship in Poetry, and 
fellowships and residencies from the Rasmuson 
Foundation, the Native Arts and Cultures Foundation, 
the School for Advanced Research, the Aninstantia 
Foundation, the Hermitage Artist Retreat and the 
Lannan Foundation. 

She has been a finalist for the PEN USA Literary Award, 
the Poetry Foundation’s Ruth Lilly Prize, and the 
Dorset Prize. 



To Serve Better — 
Speak, memory

Harvard Gazette
Youtube video



Bijiibaa' Garrison 
HMS '12 

Bijiibaa' is a general surgeon focused on caring for Alaska 
Native and American Indian patients. She practiced at the 
Alaska Native Medical Center in Anchorage and is transitioning 
to practice as a general surgeon for her home community on the 
Navajo Nation. She comes from a family of traditional healers 
and recognizes the value of blending Western and traditional 
medicine. She collaborated with Protect the Sacred, a 
grassroots initiative created by Navajo organizers "to protect 
what’s sacred to our people - our elders, language, medicine 
ways, & culture," to launch a medical humanitarian mission to 
help combat COVID-19 in Navajo Nation. She is also 
volunteering with COVID-19 medical relief in Shiprock, NM.

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/CgE/ni0YAA/t.32c/hlZ052zGQ4GeGWq27LqhjA/h5/MHEPXLkr-2FdfiFb3ORedLP1Hl6nBP1Jz3xUMjS9Ag4wig2VUFLhdYu7JxJ5n8p6JDRW8BkssYgaAmDH8LxLbNkTq8kXrXfywz4Z-2FosOWRkwlxGIZa4JGOmtQUHqJkubKwa0DPnNZUG9Gk6BQdZkjdZzHfNuYD-2BEj-2FJ-2FtbXCDQ-2FIdnpuX6L7Xa8J2NAaZRTdfDRsCKhdS0Ywu90m4rUD2jPeKrNA-2BGlxkMuwXhoU1DyC1dtqS-2FeojR6RA4X5UquE7qOzU7tqFv8nIBy3ouRjkXEP7WuZHI82b4OOmTAZMsWIWtDOGuJFOB1kB2j0A-2BOXEdOt1ToPYrcTby4N-2FAnhdZ-2FKsyP-2BWOBF3btWea-2FUWA2HheTlJ0Rti3eHdZ49yO-2Bux0PmrOgpeGI1dlZ7l11e4TdoYua39n1-2BAhzg5NQtCi0AYslUBxarOzRtbZr3AHv6sqV3FLs4oNPlO1UZU8BAssqoVxY-2BsqqPK7-2BCQp6n08uT8-3D/uYHw








The Guardian, April 24, 2020



New York Times, June 5, 2020

U.S. Tells States to Report More Demographic Data













Joseph (Aaniiih-Gros Ventre) is Faculty Director of the 
Harvard University Native American Program and Professor 
in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (Anthropology) and in the 
Faculty of Medicine (Global Health and Social Medicine) at 
Harvard. As an interdisciplinary social scientist with both 
theoretical and applied interests, Professor Gone has 
collaborated for 25 years with American Indian and other 
Indigenous communities to rethink community-based mental 
health services and to harness traditional culture and 
spirituality for advancing indigenous well-being (see 
http://gonetowar.com/).

Joseph P. Gone 
AB '92 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/CgE/ni0YAA/t.32c/hlZ052zGQ4GeGWq27LqhjA/h6/6Zt3-2FYI6pAi8KC4eUeWYm-2FMpZFwpkVod6Wo86Vxavs0B-2FIxMxxH0ArMJ-2BF9XX2gqbx06NNT3dz1tMeQtjSh8NmPyKqfk4YH85VjI9IR8Sw3UYesTjHopefjpJUNTJlPJpK9kM2ab-2FOp2y1u-2FD31NvoN7LwJNFqoke5fzh-2BX9FHKmyhgNhteJWe9yIIX79KfEqLnmTJbxwh3yDhRRrc01v3tlMzoMrHyJKASN1rbhkYnyzmZmvKi1d-2Fp22Bx2e3TLw65dGS-2BcqhBoKjWOAix-2B84slDV34WP2Bn3FyY-2FVu07vt8vpTnoaExKPjuiAe1Gm5WZJ9EjfxCNF46h4AHxwExxHYJa-2BpbrkKIixgf54kk0geuvPtnZ79oN7R6ftWB2iNBG-2B3xY5uqnCwT627Uo-2BSpKbWdMDg3W32AgCIC7-2BRLu6Ezf5BawzYKS8YMyXzn3EfgFGOTpJ1xUohdDSx0728-2Fg-3D-3D/Ps90
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/CgE/ni0YAA/t.32c/hlZ052zGQ4GeGWq27LqhjA/h7/pSSsmOd9KhrRood0hxnEVoTo65hQWfLBBD-2BO-2FJsLPq1kpiUBsjGXGq-2FmhYh2Z4jZ1hb5I76fviFOeLbZFhsr8W40n7rBjEuNzd5E1zxo70014i6ZK9SZBPz8BVEwOXdCEauUZSfEJdXZLv312hJl3wfypJzw3xluCcze51GVv-2FstQq0CDzlccSvUZk1L-2Fb0-2FsGf04-2FR9q1FB-2BqfMfcwQHdNZxBlxV19qSuMDfhOvR4ejNRK1lhOB6e-2BionqSn-2FHA7lzfPrdXyHvFuIDWvbfCj89BSPUMj4cFdkduZ3fhC0krGdpPBp44OR3pqmcJYHSKhhCY8I2-2B3YbuAry5ckHRVAzybiZn3cXRcWhNToEiSbFnEMxGFm3JJ4rXnyDv1x79ppMvzko1pfLGNuJrLF6Fvnjf1EQPnFhaMqdnIChSjF2-2Bcn7yIPF6UqLgRskqXja701VSwDS8IojF50tK7Hm8UA-3D-3D/D6VT


New York Times, May 30, 2020
By Nicholas Kristof



Washington Post, May 16, 2020
Coronavirus has been devastating to the Navajo Nation, and help 
for a complex fight has been slow





Time Magazine, May 18, 2020

‘This Is Pure Grassroots.’ How One Community Relief Organizer Is Helping Utah’s 
Navajo Nation Get Through the Coronavirus Crisis





New York Times, May 13, 2020 





New York Times, May 30, 2020
By Nicholas Kristof

The Top U.S. Coronovirus Hot Spots Are All Indian Lands

“The criminal negligence shown by the federal government in the lack of 
access to testing and P.P.E. and other necessary resources has cost us more 
lives than we could imagine,” said Janene Yazzie, a Navajo community 
organizer who helps run the Navajo and Hopi Families Covid-19 Relief 
Fund. “We did not deserve this negligence.”

Yazzie notes that rivers run through Navajo lands and end up irrigating 
golf courses in Phoenix, while natives lack legal rights to the water and 
can’t even get plumbing to wash their hands.

https://www.navajohopisolidarity.org/
https://www.navajohopisolidarity.org/




New York Times, May 11, 2020
Tribal Nations Face Most Severe Crisis in Decades as the Coronavirus Closes Casinos 





Photo by Vanielle Blackhorse .  New York Times, May 2, 2020



Washington Post, May 26,2020

The federal government fiddles as covid-19 ravages Native 
Americans 



Ethel is the former attorney general of the 
Navajo Nation and a Harvard Alumni Association 
Elected Director. Currently a Member at Kanji & 
Katzen, a law firm that advocates on behalf of 
Native Nations, she serves as General Counsel 
to the Havasupai Tribe. She recently established 
the Navajo & Hopi Families COVID-19 Relief 
Fund to help communities gravely threatened by 
the pandemic and has raised over $4 million.

Ethel Billie Branch 
AB '01, JD '08, MPP '08 

https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/CgE/ni0YAA/t.32c/hlZ052zGQ4GeGWq27LqhjA/h4/KSS8fE2tIFcV5HE8U9Ms5yMLyGmKHMxgpBvrZ-2FM07IGJpRQquuLwA0aKKkcRv-2FI2uLjUBJdvCJfrxfZqFTqZ1-2F2qwgZHy3cn9oKGYiyVXFiM0eOnGOC4J662UaJpDkY7G3Zc0ib2amkABswFhWLDYBb83PMTaf9yRxbbWqiCNsSb42FOE4Jrj36sOBbWSUDfwCxMbkSNfWNZCQlL4t56KTeZODy8GrK68IejfyKLuNfHW9XVwe8uVGMJCqP2wM1UeUPbCoo9ZGouEYRT6BlNcntdjqAbWutnyKCt5uFrCo1L3oHJQDIUxcrRzqsBq6bGMprIw9qr7DsRJiCDtQApdj7gpj7-2BrxmRg84YMmC2ydyJ5cUmmppgtwnGCqUr0ipYevW2XVDYBG31BAl46s2SbqS2ECDaYk-2BYAFmnsr-2BnyzTMJ21ymwEiFJJWDSSKUhKrrHsHFJpEQgSTYPeb9RYr2yayg3XBvoyaGIru0W2-2F22o-3D/wXBU
https://u1584542.ct.sendgrid.net/mps2/c/CgE/ni0YAA/t.32c/hlZ052zGQ4GeGWq27LqhjA/h4/KSS8fE2tIFcV5HE8U9Ms5yMLyGmKHMxgpBvrZ-2FM07IGJpRQquuLwA0aKKkcRv-2FI2uLjUBJdvCJfrxfZqFTqZ1-2F2qwgZHy3cn9oKGYiyVXFiM0eOnGOC4J662UaJpDkY7G3Zc0ib2amkABswFhWLDYBb83PMTaf9yRxbbWqiCNsSb42FOE4Jrj36sOBbWSUDfwCxMbkSNfWNZCQlL4t56KTeZODy8GrK68IejfyKLuNfHW9XVwe8uVGMJCqP2wM1UeUPbCoo9ZGouEYRT6BlNcntdjqAbWutnyKCt5uFrCo1L3oHJQDIUxcrRzqsBq6bGMprIw9qr7DsRJiCDtQApdj7gpj7-2BrxmRg84YMmC2ydyJ5cUmmppgtwnGCqUr0ipYevW2XVDYBG31BAl46s2SbqS2ECDaYk-2BYAFmnsr-2BnyzTMJ21ymwEiFJJWDSSKUhKrrHsHFJpEQgSTYPeb9RYr2yayg3XBvoyaGIru0W2-2F22o-3D/wXBU




Navajo & Hopi 
Families COVID-19 
Relief Fund

www.gofundme.co
m/f/NHFC19Relief















Washington Post, May 13, 2020
The Irish are repaying a favor from 173 years ago in 
Native Americans’ fight against coronavirus













Navajo & 
Hopi 
Families 
COVID-19 
Relief Fund

www.gofund
me.com/f/NH
FC19Relief







New York Times, May 17, 2020

Density Is A Healthy Choice
By Mary T. Bassett, director of the Francois-Xavier Banoud Center for Health and Human Rights at Harvard

Cities, large and dense by definition, do not inevitably support 
explosive viral transmission. But factors that do seem to explain 
clusters of Covid-19 deaths in the United States are household 
crowding, poverty, racialized economic segregation and 
participation in the work force. The patterns of Covid-19 by 
neighborhood in New York City track historical redlining that 
some 80 years ago established a legacy of racial residential 
segregation.

https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1266/2020/04/HCPDS_Volume-19_No_1_20_covid19_RevealingUnequalBurden_HCPDSWorkingPaper_04212020-1.pdf
https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1266/2020/04/HCPDS_Volume-19_No_1_20_covid19_RevealingUnequalBurden_HCPDSWorkingPaper_04212020-1.pdf


Slate.com



Boston Review.net







An ambulance driver outside a hospital 
in New York.

Spencer Platt/Getty Images   New York 
Times







New York Times   May 7, 2020







Human Rights Watch, May 12, 2020

Covid-19 Fueling Anti-Asian Racism and Xenophobia Worldwide
National Action Plans Needed to Counter Intolerance



Coalition for a Diverse Harvard
2020 Endorsements for Harvard Overseer and Elected Director

 
In these difficult times, the Coalition for a Diverse Harvard urges you to VOTE in this year’s critical Overseer and Elected 
Director elections starting in early July.  The crises relating to Ethnic Studies, the emergency campus evacuation, and police 
brutality underscore the need for strong leaders who will promote diversity, equity, and inclusion.
 
We are joined in our endorsements by First Generation Harvard Alumni, Harvard Arab Alumni Association, Harvard Asian 
American Alumni Alliance, Harvard Black Alumni Society, Harvard Gender & Sexuality Caucus, Harvard Latino Alumni 
Alliance, Harvard Progressive Jewish Alumni, Harvard South Asian Alumni Alliance, Harvard Tamil Sangam Alumni, Harvard 
Women of Color, and Native American Alumni of Harvard University.
 
The Overseer candidates we endorse – including a national poet laureate; one of the “smartest people in tech”; the first 
African American and first openly gay person to head one of the Fed’s regional banks, and a Harvard Forward candidate – 
have the strongest histories of advocacy and accomplishments on diversity initiatives and are best positioned to help Harvard 
be a more diverse, inclusive, and just institution. 

For Overseer (in ballot order):
Diego A. Rodriguez MBA ’01
David H. Eun* AB ’89, JD ’93
Raphael William Bostic AB ’87
Tracy K. Smith AB ’94
Thea Sebastian AB ’08, JD ’16
 

For Director (in ballot order):
Kelsey Trey Leonard AB ‘10
Joyce Y. Zhang AB ‘09
Mallika J. Marshall  AB ‘92
Vanessa Zoltan       MDiv ’15
Santiago Creuheras* ALM ’00, 
ALM ’01
Michael D. Lewis* AB ’93

http://diverseharvard.org/
http://www.firstgenerationharvardalumni.com/
http://harvardarabalumni.org/
http://haaaa.sigs.harvard.edu/
http://haaaa.sigs.harvard.edu/
http://www.hbasonline.org/
http://www.hgsc.org/
http://www.harvardlatinoalumni.org/
http://www.harvardlatinoalumni.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HarvardProgressiveJewishAlumni/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/612462295443126/
http://www.naahu.org/








Add photo of Jeannie

Ethnic Studies T-shirt Fundraiser

Support Students with “Ethnic Studies Now!” T-shirts 
($25 gets one for a student and one for you)

https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/ethnic-studies-now-t-shirts

https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/ethnic-studies-now-t-shirts


SUPPORT DIVERSE HARVARD!

Join Diverse Harvard by signing up at our homepage, diverseharvard.org. You will get 1 to 
2 emails per month and invitations to special events and briefings (like this one!). 

If you are already a Diverse Harvard member - thanks! Please share the sign-up 
information with your Harvard/Radcliffe friends and encourage them to join. 

You can donate to the Coalition at diverseharvard.org/donate. Your donation is 
tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law and will be much appreciated!


